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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
V/1NFIELD SCOTT.

The lives of men who bate risen to high station by the

mere arts of popularity, and who have really never dune

any thing worthy of remembrance, are easily told. A

single page of History is more than they can claim. At

most, it could only say of them that they lived, and that

they enjoyed great offices. But when a man has really
performed many remarkable, and even splendid actions,
it becomes very difficult to relate his life within so small a

space as 1 am about to take. It can, of oourse, enly be done
by passing very slightly over the smaller or less necessary
faots of the story, and dwelling principally upon the

greater and more interesting ones. Tbis is the manner in
vhioh 1 will endeavor to write a short life of the great
American Commander, (for those who have not leisure to
read one as long as it ought to be.) To write it other¬
wise than simply and faithfully, there is no temptation ;
for the magnitude of a great part «f the events is such as

to require no embellishment, sad their notoriety forbids
all misrepresentation.

HIS PARENTAGE AND EDUCATION.
Winfijsld Scott was born on the Bmall planta¬

tion of his father, William Scott, near Petersburg,
Virginia, on the 13th of June, 1786, th# year be¬
fore the formation of our Constitution. He wa$
the younger of two sons, and had three sisters. His
grandfather was a Scotch gentleman, who had taken
part in the rebellion of 1745, and fought against the
King. Forced to fly his country, he took refuge in
Virginia, where he became a lawyer. Dying early,
he transmitted to his grandson probably a larger
amount of hatred to British Kings than of property.
His soa became a farmer, and married Ann Mason,
a young lady of better family than fortune, but of
great virtues and sense.qualities for which she
soon came to have great occasion; for her husband
died young, leaving her the sole guardian of five
children, and an estate which only a high degree of
prudenoe could render sufficient for their support
and education. The excellent lady, however, dis¬
charged the difficult task admirably. To do so re¬

quired great industiy, frugality, and orderliness;
and to the constant lesson of these (yet not without
the still higher ones of Religion, and of a love of honor
and knowledge) young Scott was bred up; no nurs¬

ling of ease and indulgence, but the hardy child of
difficulty and fortitude. His own exertions second¬
ing his mother's management, a good education was
obtained for him; and, finally, selecting his grand¬
father's as his profession, he attended a oourse of
law lectures at William and Mary College; after
which he entered a lawyer's office, and in 1806 was
admitted to the Bar. For a year afterwards he rode
the circuit. In the mean time he had lost his
mother.

HOW HE BECOMES A SOLDIER.
In the summer of 1807 occurred the wanton at¬

tack of the British frigate Leopard upon our unpre¬
pared tfhip, the Chesapeake, and the seizure and
impressment of several of the hitter's crew as Eng¬
lish subjects. This outrage excited a violent public
resentment throughout our country. Young Scott
shared in it most ardently, and, a war seeming to
be on the point of breaking out at once, joined a
volunteer troop of horse raised in Petersburg to de¬
fend our coast, and marched with them down to the
shore of Lynnhaven Bay, where for a while they
took up their station in expectation of a British in¬
vasion. Neither our Government nor the British
had yet made up its mind; this little cloud of war
soon blew over; and our volunteers were called
home again ; but even tkis short and bloodless ex¬

pedition had probably been enough to rouse in our

young hero the native passion for arms, and to de¬
cide his future career. Every thing, however, look¬
ing peaceful once more, he returned for a time to
his practice. But our difficulties with the pretend¬
ed " Queen of the Seas" speedily again thickened.
Mr. Jefferson tried in vain the weak remedies of an

Embargo and a Non-intercourse act. It became clear
that a sure-enough war could not be much longer
avoided : an army, therefore, was to be raised, and,
a bill for this purpose being brought forward in Con¬
gress at the close of the year 1807, Scott applied for a
commission. The bill was passed in the April fol¬
lowing, and in May* the great soldier that was to be
was appointed by President Jefferson a captain of
light artillery. During the rest of 1808 he was

employed on the recruiting scrvice and in the study
of his new profession.
QUARREL WITH OEN. WILKINSON..ITS CONSE-

QUENCKS.
In 1809 he was ordered to Louisiana, and placed

for a time under the command of Gen. Wilkinson,
an offiocr on whom, in common with many others of
his oountrymen, he looked as an accomplice of Burr's
conspiracy, and afterwards as turning informer
against his associates. Thinking so ill of his com¬
mandor, he declined all offers of his favor, and even
made no secret of his bad opinion of him. This
coining to Wilkinson's ears, he became bitterly the
young soldier's enemy, and watched the opportuni¬
ty for revenge. About this time he was removed
from the command there, and Gen. Wade Hampton
appointed in his place. Upon this Scott spoke of
him openly as " a traitor," as indeed he legally
might; for the " Rules and Articles of War" only
forbid disrespectful language or behavior towards
one's commanding officer, not all one's superiors at
a distance. Seizing upon this pretext, and that of
his having, while acting, without experience, as pay¬
master to the company he recruited, withheld for
some two months aDout fifty dollars in all of pay
money to cover some of their debts to a sutler for
which he had rendered himself liable, Wilkinson
brought Scott to trial before a court-martial,.in the
hope of procuring his dismissal from the army. The
court acquitted Scott of all the chargcs of " ungen-
tlemanly conduct" and of all fraudulent intention,
but oonvicted him of " unofficcrlike conduct0 in two
points: first, in withholding the fifty dollars, as
above explained ; and, seoonaly, in having said at a

public table that " Burr and Wilkinson were the
only tmitors ho had ever seenand that" the latter
was a liar and a scoundrel." For these two facts
they oondemned him to suspension from rank, pay,
and emoluments for twelve months, but recommend¬
ed to the President the remission of nine months of
that punishment. Scvcro as, even in the eyes of
the court, was this sentenoe, it was executed in full.
It did not, however, lessen Capt. Scott's military cha¬
racter, except for personal prudence. I Ms brother-
officers pretty generally thought as ho did, and on¬
ly held their peace. Not so, however, the publicthereabouts; they sympathised entirely with the
out-spoken young officer, and gave him a compli¬
mentary dinner. Scott now seemed, of course, to be
about to receive a check in his professional advance¬
ment. But t have observed through life that seem¬
ing misfortunes arc seldom really such, except to
the common run of men. Them thoy overthrow ;the truly great they generally help. The blow which
oversets the woak and terrines the coward, rouses
the strong man and fires the brave. Scott was not
disheartened ; but at once threw himself upon a
more thorough and systematic study of tactics and
the whole science of war. For this, a year's removalfrom the duties of the oamp gave him a most profit¬able leisure. When he rc-appcared in service he
was a far better soldior than he would have become
during the same time but for Wilkinson's attempt
to be revenged upon him.

WAR DECLARED-HULL'S SURRENDER.PUBLIC
DISOOURAURMKNT.

At last, on the 18th June, 1812, the war so long
expected was declared, but reluctantly by our Gov¬
ernment. There had Deen abundant time for pre¬
paration, yert it was ill-prepared ; and its first effort,
that under Gen. Hull, for seising Upper Canada,

though highly practicable, was so ill-supported and
so feebly conducted as to cost us at once the whole
army sent on that enterprise. It entered Canada
from Ohio, $t Detroit, on the 12th -July, 1812, and
capitulated, at the sume place, oo}y one month and
two day? afterwards. This most unexpected event,
while it enraged and mortified tlie nation, shook
very seriously the country's and ev*;n the soldier's
confidence in our commanders and our troops, or the
ability of either to withstand the experience of Brit¬
ish generals aud the discipline of British armies.
Under such a feeling victory grows scarcely possi¬
ble, and the war must have been little but a suc¬

cession of disgraces, if a daring young soldier had
not speedily come forward to break on land, as Hull
did at sea, the spell of England's supposed supe¬
riority.
SCOTT IS PROMOTED.HIS FIRST SHOT AT THE

ENEMY.
The rapid professional attainments of Scott and

his high qualities for tho soldier had now been per¬
ceived. He was in July, 1812, promoted to the
lieutenant-colonelcy of the second regiment of ar¬

tillery and sent to Black Rock, there to protect,
with the two companies of Towson and Barker, its
little navy yard. While he lay there, on the 9th of
October, his assistance was asked by Lieut. Elliott,
of the navy, towards capturing two British armed
brigs (the Adams and the Caledonia) which were

moored under the guns of Fort Erie, almost oppo¬
site. He at once sent Capt. Towson and a part of
his company; getting ready meantime to give his
help, if necessary, from the shore. The attempt
was gallant and successful; the brigs were captured;
but in carrying them off one of them (the Adaais)
drifted ashore upon Squaw Island, where, the bat¬
teries of the fort commanding her, Elliott took to
his 'boats again and abandoned her. The enemy
now sent armed boats to recover her ; but she lay
within the reach of Scott's guns as well as the
fort's, and he drove back their boats as the fort had
driven off Elliott. The contest who should finally
bear her off was quite eharp, and tried very well
the artillery practice on either side. At last, how¬
ever, Scott's ardor and skill prevailed ; he recovered
the brig, and held her until by the orders of Gen.
Smythe (afterwards noted for his proclamations and
his discoveries in the Apocalypse) she was burnt.
BRAVE LITTLE BATTLE OF QUEENSTOWN HEIGHTS-

This exploit roused to sach a degree the force of
militia, about 2,500 strong, which lay below at
Lewistown, under Gen. Stephen Van Rensselaer,
with about 450 regulars, that they demanded to be
led at once across into Canada, where, indeed,
there was not then within reach a British force
more than half as large to make head against
them. On the other hand, there was no motive
but that of honor for «uch an invasion: for the
Government had made no preparations for any such
movement; and it would, necessarily, have soon
been cut off, if it advanced, or driven back, if it did
not. Besides, not even the easy preparation of
boats enough for carrying over a thousand men at a
time had been made. But Van Rensselaer's men

threatened to leave him if he did not send a force
.aeross; and he yielded. The plan adopted was, to
cross to Queenstown, with two columns of about
three hundred men each; to carry by storm the bat¬
teries on the Heights; and, a lodgment for invasion
being thus made, to hold on there until one could
be got ready. When, on the 12th, the news of what
was intended reached Scott at Black Rock, he forth¬
with hastened to the scene of action, foreseeing well
that there would be need of him ; and offered himself
and his artillery. But the arrangements were al¬
ready made, and all that he could obtain was leave
to bring down his corps and to act afterwards ac¬

cording to circumstances. He accordingly came to
lewistown the next morning, and took up a position
from which his guns could best play upon the
enemy's batteries and cover our landing. And
now the two divisions of attack moved off, in only
eight boats. Col. Solomon Van Rensselaer led the
way: Col. Chrystie followed, with the second divi¬
sion. The former succeeded in landing a part qf
his men ; the latter's boats were swept down by the
current; a portion of the men falling into the cne-

my's power, while the rest were driven back.
Among the latter was their brave commander,
wounded; who, however, crossed yet again with
some reinforoements, and bore his part in the fight.
Moantime, those who landed with Van Rensselaer
fonned and advanced under a murderous cannonade
from the heights. Beneath it, the Colonel and all
his officers fell, wounded or killed. Happily, others
were landed in time to take their places and to lead
on a very gallant assault upon the mid-way battery
and that of the summit. Both these were carried
in quick succession, and their routed defenders forced
to take refuge in a strong stone house near the
water's edge. Here they were reinforced by Gov-

| ernor Brock in person, who hail now arrived.
That gallant and beloved officer soon afterwards

fell, with his secrotarv, Col. McDonald, in leading
back his men to retake the heights. He falling,
they were repulsed. Meantime scattered parties of
Americans had been getting over, from time to
time, in the few and half-disabled boats; but scarce¬

ly one out of two in those parties was able to join
the fight. The rest were either landed too high up,
where the cliff oould not be scaled, or were swept
too far down and made prisoners. Probably six
hundred were the utmost ever at one time engaged
in the fight. Just at the time of Brock's fall Col.
Scott reached the heights ; he had at last obtained
leave to cross and take the command. He immedi¬
ately drew np his men in the best position that
could be taken for maintaining the ground and
covering the landing of the militia expected from
the other side. Vain was that latter expectation,
however; the militia refused to cross. 8ome con¬
stitutional scruples about the President's right to
march them beyond the border had suddenly seited
them, and they left their comrades at Queenstown
to their fate. The enemy was not so nice about
helping their people. At the first sound of the
cannonade Gen. Sheaffe had marched from Fort
George, eight miles below, with eight hundred and
fifty British regulars; and a nearer body of five
hundred Indian warriors had flung themselves for¬
ward upon Queenstown These latter, arriving first,
reinforced the worsted enemy, who now, with quite
superior numbers, poured upon our position a ter¬
rible attack. It was on the point of overwhelming
our men ; they were faltering under it; when Seott^
who had been personally directing in the rear the
repair of some captured cannon (now most needful)
rushed back to tho front, reanimated our men, and,
turning the defence into a fierce attack, drove the
routed assailants in headlong flight by sheer valor,
and then resumed his position. This was several
times repeated. Distinguishable to all not more by
his remarkable stature and the full-dress uniform in
which he fought than by his presence at every point
and the fiery intrepidity with which he met or led
every assault, Scott became the frequent mark of
Indian rifles. A gallant militia officer, Gen. Wads-
worth, again and again shielded him, with his own

person, from the savage marksmen. It was now an

occasion when not manopuv«ring was to be used, but
an example of unconquerable courage to be given ;
and, therefore, when urged to .quit his regimentals,
as making him too conspicuous, who was quite
enough so without it, he more than once said, " No,
I will die in my robes." Fired by his example, all,
militia and regulars alike, fought like tigers; and
the enemy was obliged to draw off.
And now again reinforcements would not have

boen too late. But none came, and every thing
grew desperate. For now marrhod up to join the
adversary Gen. Sheaffe, with such a foroe as l«ft no

choice but either to *urrender or to die gloriously.
Scott mounted on the trunk of a fallen treo and ex¬
horted his men to the latter choice. It was neces¬

sary, he told them, to wipe out the shame of Hull's

surrender, and teach foe and friend that Americans
knew how to tight to the last. Their lives would be
well .aid down for such a purpose, aud would, in
the war new only just begun, be worth many victo-
ifa-

i ^ fiiry, few, and sure as they were, his men
all cheerfully absented, aud prepared for a last strug-
gle.

^
feheaffe, however, more wury than the earlier

British leaders, did not indulge us with any more

charges, but coolly took his measures for surround¬
ing them ; and men who are surrounded (not being
able to light on all sides at ouce) must be made

I prisoners, whether they will or no. For a time our

heroes held their ground most bravely against three
I or four to one ; but at last many of thtuu were forced
over the precipice of the river bank, and the rest,
two hundred aud ninety-three in number, were com¬

pelled to lay down their arms. This was, however,
a surrender almost as glorious as most triumphs;
it redeemed the honor of our arms; showed, as
^Scott had designed, that Americans need turn their
backs on nobody ; and proved, by defeat itself, that

J conquest was close at hand. Decatur, that bravest
of seamen, soon after said to Scott: " Sir, you have
led the way to victory."
IRISH PRISONER,S ABOUT TO BE EXECUTED

SCOTT PREVENTS IT.
The capture among our troops of a number of

naturalized citizens, about sixty, whom their fea¬
tures or tongue betrayed to be of Irish birth, led,

J upon this occasion, to a British claiui to deal with
sjjch prisoners as not entitled to the laws of war,

I but punishable as traitors to their King. The whole
body of those taken were sent down with Scott by
water to Quebec. There they were taken out of
the vessel, to be shipped for Boston on another, un¬
der cartel, with a view to theif being exchanged.
When this shipment began, Scott soon perceived
that they were selecting and meant to detain the
Irishmen. He instantly interfered, and denied
their right to make any difference between one

American citizen and another. The officers haughtily
told hiin he was a prisoner himself, and that they
were not going to be governed by him.
He was not a man, however, to give up his fel¬

low-citizens, nor to be silenced in this manner; and
when they again began to select, he peremptorily
ordered his men not to answer any further ques¬
tions. At this the Englishmen grew exasperated,
and ordered him to go below deck. But, though
their prisoner, they could, not intimidate nor man¬

age him. A high quarrel ensued: but-he would
not yield an inch; declaring to them resolutely that
the life of an English prisoner should answer for
that of every Irishman they detained. And he
kept his word : for, although they kept and shipped
off to England for trial the twenty-three sons of the
Green Isle that they had already picked out, they
could, from his making them keep silent, pitch
upon no more; while he, as soon as he got to
Washington after being exchanged, reported the

| matter to the President, and brought about the pas¬
sage of a law for retaliating upon English prisoners
any .punishment inflicted on those taken from us

under pretence of their being native-born, and
therefore perpetual subjects of Great Britain. Nor
was it long before Scott himself took a plenty of

I captives ; nor did he fail to set aside at once, as he
had pledged himself to do, a number as hostages
for the safety of his Queenstown comrades, liie
consequence was that none of them were hurt; that
they were all, except two who had died, sent back
to their adopted country together after the peace of
1815; and that, b^ the particular care of Scott,
(then risen to the highest rank,) their back-pay and
bounty lands were secured to them. By a singular
accident, too, just when they were landing in New
\ ork, he chanced to be passing the whait^ and re¬

cognised them, as they did him. Great may be
supposed was the joy of that meeting on both sides,

j and strongly was it expressed by the warm-hearted
Hibernians; for Irishmen seldom forget their
friends. But we must return to our story.
SCOTT SENT BACK AS ADJUTANT GENERAL TO

DEARBORN'S ARMY.
The campaign of 1813 had just been opened by

the taking of York, when Scott arrived on the
Niagara frontier, in May, as the chief of the staff
to Gen. Dearborn. This important post requires
the skill to organize and direct all the details and
all supplies and materials of war for whatever
operations the commander-in-chief may have decid¬
ed upon. His adjutant general should be his right
hand; for upon that officer mainly depends all the
preparation of battle. Scott conducted his duties
greatly to the satisfaction of all. The labor and
the honor would have been quite enough for most
men; but he claimed, besides, the right of taking
the command of his own regiment, whenever it
came into action. The claim was conceded to him,
and he soon made use of it.
HE HEADS THE CAPTURE OF PORT OEOROE.
Betwoen Lakes Erie and Ontario, on the Cana¬

dian side, lies a peninsula commanded by Fort Erie
above and Fort George below. We were now in
possession of the lower lake, and had taken York,
now called Toronto. Gen. Dearborn lay upon this
bank of the Niagara, with between four and five
thousand ^ood troops, while Commodore Chauncey
was superior to the enemy on the lake below. In
this situation of things, Gen. Dearborn determined
to strike, with the assistance of Chauncey'a fleet,
at Fort George, as the key to the peninsula, which
is on that side most important as the necessary ave¬

nue of communication between these two great
lakes. The troops crossed through a part of the
lake, from a little east of our own Fort Niagara, on
the *J7th of May, in six divisions of boats, protected
by the armed vessels of Chauncey. Scott had vol¬
unteered to command the "forlorn hope," and
therefore led the first division of boats. The land¬
ing was made dangerous not only by the severe fire
of the enemy's musketry, but by a heavy snrf. To
check the former, Chauncey's schooncrs anchored off
shore; while to carry the loaded boats safely through
the latter a sailor friend of Scott., a spirit much like
him, the gallant Capt.. Perry, then little known for
what he was, lent his skill on the water and brought
them through successfully, amidst a shower of balls.
The division were all got on shore about 9 in the
morning. The narrow beach was bordered by a

sharp bank of eight, or ten feet high, lined by the
enemy. This, of course, was to be instantly car-

| ried Scott rapidly formed his men and lad them on
to the charge. At the first onset they were nnable
to scale the hank, and Scott himself to all appeir
ance was killed ; so that Dearborn, who was with »

spy-glass watching thcra from Chauncey's vessel,
«*emg his favorite officer fall backwards from the
bank, burst into tears and cried out, " He is lost! he
is killed !" At the next moment, however, he wa«
on his legs again ; he had only been flushed down
the bank, like many others, heels over head ; rallied
his men, charged more furiously for his fall.
beat up and burst through the enemy's bayonets,

j drove him back, and gained the level, front to front
with him. Then followed a desperate and close con-

j test of about twenty minutes. In that sort of thing,
I however, Scott has never been beaten. At such
moments every thing depends on animation; and I
he has that power over men in battle which gives
them an irresistible impetuosity. The British fought I

they always do : but they were broke, routed, and
pursued most fiercely. That pursuit was, however,!
for awhile diverted to another object; it led hiin
closc to the gates of Fort George. He perooived that
the enemy were abandoning it and about to blow up j
its magazines. To save these (though dangorouijJ

j lie took two companies from the head of his column
in order to seise it. As he approached, one of the
magazines exploded, scattering timbers on all sides.
One of these struck him from his horse, much hurt
Still ho had the gates forced, was the first to enter,
and with his own nand pulled down the British flag
still flying. His rapid work saved for us the other
magazines, the artillery, and the stores deposited

there. All thi# quickly done, be remounted, re¬

joined his column, und pushed with fresh vigor the
pursui of the flying enemy. For five miles he
pressed them hard; had at last got amidst their
8tr»ffilers wnh their main body in full view, and

1 them all
& sh°rt tiiuu ha. captured

hi,, t
' W a peremptory order of recall forced
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pvpfv in^ r3 purpose twicc a week. For

Manv si
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but 'his ,
my ays 00 the watch for tim:

never failoTf'T^ aIways 80 wel1 tjlken that he

it havp 1 successful. In truth, how could

beatoifU crv!lse . He was not born to be
beat either in great battles or small. Iu July }ie
had the honor to be appointed to a double regiment
or, we may say, to be made the colonel of two re¬

giments at once; upon which he laid down his
Adjutant-Generalship. In September, an expedi¬
tion against Burlington Heights, where the eirnmy
was report*! to have a large deposito of military
stores, was planned; and its execution was given to
fecott he accordingly embarked on the little fleet
ot Uiauncey and paid a military visit to the
eights; but found nobody at home there to re-

ccive him. The stores, too, had disappeared, as
much as the men. To take their revere for the

S°0tt and Chauncey determined to

thUh? T J® eneify at York- So th°y sailed

d^5 UU ^ ? a landiug> marines and sol¬
diers, under Scott s command. Here they made
hemselves amends for what was not at Burlington .

large depots of clothing, provisions/and other mili¬

aria s. ,re'S; Wlth several pieces of cannon and eleven
armed boats were taken ; and the barracks and pub-
«atiBfip^ 868 WtTc destroyed; after which, better
satisfied, our squadron returned to Niagara.
WILKINSON'S DESCENT TOWARDS MONTREAL.
Meantime, a movement under Gen. Wilkinson

I had been devised, which, if boldly carried forward
to the last, would have almost entirely cut the
communication between Upper and Lower Canada
and given us permanent possession of the former'

lf 10n!ario and helJ botl18iJe8
- gara. Our force there was strong; we had

en, only to transport it, under convoy of Chaun-
ceys fleet, to the outlet of Lake Ontario, and de-

Mont^ Th
Vr0nCe b, b°atS' iD 0rder 10 rcacb

snffif^n/l li passage down the river was not
s fficien ly guarded bv forts or troops, and Mon-

n^] iUi -agilTSi)n'W °n Wilkinson abandoned the
undertaking, of but 600 men. Success, therefore
was certain with Wilkinson's army only ; but be
sides, Gen. Hampton was to have joined him, from

Chatoaugu^, in New York, with a strong division
Tins junctjon Hampton, from a fear of falling
hort of supplies, failed to make: whereupon Wil¬
kinson, though already far advanced on his enter¬
prise and dearly within reach of its accomplish-
Mi I' g8n * u& an madc his wa>' back t0 French
Mills. Lp to the moment of this unsoldierly deci-
. ion, the expedition bad gone forward almost with-

w
0U' lh0U^ at first lcft behind to

guard his late prize Fort George, and erect for it
better defences, had been allowed, upon the enemy's
to PenaTf'l thajfluarter> l^ve Fort George
to Gcn^ McClure, and to hasten after the cxpecQ-
tion, which he overtook at Ogdensburg. He itLo-
diately sought and obtained the post of honor.the

| command of the advance-guard of the army, leading
he way to every danger, every point of resistance

wkhdarin,^^Vhrc0T ^ d°iD« ita,^P alike
with daring. «;th prudence, and with success. In
this manner lie passed, in the leading and largest
boat the severe fire of the strong British fort Wel¬
lington ; engaged and routed, atHooppole Creek

him?n T ?ea) °f C°l pursuing
? ULi f"1® u ^ mmJ Prisoners; and cap¬
tured, after a sharp fight, Fort Matilda, which com-
manded the narrowest place on the whole St Law-

rencc^ Thus whatever the delays, the mistakes,
and the nnal failure of an expedition which, under
a vigorous General, would have covered itself with
honor, Scott at least did himself credit throughout
performed all that it was his part to do, and gained
reputation while his old friend Wilkinson w is

losing it.

SCOTT SRLECTED TO INSTRUCT AND DISCIPLINE
OBN. BROWN'S ARMY FOR THE NEXT CAMPAIGN.

Thus far, those larger operations of the war which
had been entrusted to the more veteran Generals
were, except Harrison's overthrow of Proctor, fail¬
ure.-. It had become clcar thnt either the oon
test must be given up, or another kind of com¬

manders must be found. It wan not that these
men were too old, but that they were poor sol¬
diers. They had never known enough to be made
generals of; and now they were too old to learn.
It is neither because a man is old or because he
is young that you can make him safely a leader
of armies: Nature must have created him for it,
and Art have perfected the work. Nature made a

Jackson and a Taylor: but she alone could never

have made a master of war like 8cott.
All the conduct of this young officer made the

Government perceive that in him they had a man

for victories. They had advanoed him rapidly; and
the more advanced the more had he shown himself
fit for command. Indeed, it has been remarkable
in him that, no matter what they have set him about,
war or peqpe, fighting or negotiating, he has alwnys
done it better than any body else.
He was now, in the winter of 1813-14, called by

the l'rosidebt to Albany, there to prepare all the
supplies for the next campaign, and, under instruc¬
tions from him, to consult on and settle with Gov.
Tompkins certain important arrangements, political
and military, which have not yet been divulged.
That business done, he was, on the Oth March, 1814,
promoted to the rank of Brigadier General, and sent
to the Niagara frontier, there to form at "Buffalo, by
discipline and instruction, as fast as they arrived, a

new army, meant to act there in the next cainpnign,
under Major General Brown. That officer with¬
drew for three months to Sackett's Harbor, in order
to leave this important operation entirely to Scott.
He went about it accordingly with all his might.
We had heretofore usod the old English or rather
Prussian system of tactics; but with a poor drill of
even that: he at once adopted the far more perfect
modern French one.that which we now employ.
and placing the whole army in a Camp of Instruc¬
tion, a huge practical military school, Kept them in¬
cessantly, for the next throe months, men and offi¬
cers, at learning tho whole business of fighting.
First ho taught the officers, and then they taught
tM men. Both were thoroughly trained to all the
minor evolutions. This effected, he went on to the
higher movements, not of mere squads and compa¬
nies, battalions and regiments, brigades and divi¬
sions, but made them skilful in the manoeuvre of
whole armies; and, in a word, accustomed them to
all the duties of the camp, the march, and the bat¬
tlefield. He did his work thoroughly, and stopped


